CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT FINDINGS
IN CONNECTION WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE DESIGN OF THE
AQUATICSCENTER, DAVISCAMPUS

l. ADOPTION OF THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

In accordance with Title 14, Cdifornia Code of Regulations, Section 15074, the Board of Regents of
the Univergity of Cdifornia (The Regents) hereby finds that the Mitigated Negative Declaration and the
Tiered Initid Study prepared for the proposed Aquatics Center Project (the project) have been
completed in compliance with the Cdifornia Environmental Quaity Act, Public Resources Code
Sections 21000 et seg. (CEQA). The Regents further finds that the Mitigated Negative Declaration,
Tiered Initia Study, comments received during the public review process, and responses to these
comments, were presented to The Regents, and that The Regents reviewed and consdered the
information contained in these items prior to gpproving the project. The Regents hereby finds that the
Mitigated Negative Declaration reflects the independent judgment and andysis of the University of
Cdifornia, and The Regents adopts the Mitigated Negative Declaration.

. FINDINGS

The following Findings are hereby adopted by The Regents pursuant to Title 14, Cdifornia Code of
Regulations, Section 15074, in conjunction with the gpprova of the project, which is set forth in Section
1.

A. Background

The campus proposes to construct and operate an aquatic sports and recreation center and a parking
areain the centra campus, west of La Rue Road and east of East Hedlth Sciences Drive. The
proposed project would include approximately 3.6 acres and would consist of an gpproximately 1 acre
Aquatics Center facility, an approximately 1.3 acre parking area, and approximately 1.3 acres of
landscaped grounds (including hardscape and softscape). The new Aquatics Center facility would
include a 65-meter long pooal, a deck and warming pool, spectator seating, and a support building. The
proposed parking area, located directly west of the Aquatics Center facility, would accommodate up to
100 vehides. The Aquatics Center would supplement existing campus facilities to better meet the
collective aquatic ports needs of the campus community, including intercollegiate athletics and
recregtion. |n addition, the facility would supplement competitive aguatic programs of the surrounding
community.

B. Environmental Review Process

A Tiered Initid Study was prepared for the project in accordance with CEQA and the University of
Cdifornia Procedures for Implementation of CEQA. The Initid Study for the project, in accordance
with Section 15168 of the CEQA Guiddlines, istiered from the campus 1994 L ong Range
Development Plan (1994 LRDP) Environmental Impact Report (EIR) (State Clearinghouse No.



AQUATICS CENTER, CEQA FINDINGS
PAGE 2

94022005), as updated and revised by the 1997 Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) Replacement
Project EIR (State Clearinghouse Nos. 95123027 and 96072024), 1997-98 Mgor Capital
Improvement Projects Supplementa Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) (State Clearinghouse No.
97122016), Center for the Arts Performance Hall and South Entry Roadway and Parking
Improvements Tiered Initid Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (State Clearinghouse No.
98092016), USDA Western Human Nutrition Research Center Tiered Initid Study and Mitigated
Negative Declaration (State Clearinghouse No. 99092060), and Veterinary Medicine Laboratory and
Equine Athletic Performance Laboratory Fecilities Focused Tiered EIR (State Clearinghouse No.
2000022057). Heresfter, references to the 1994 LRDP EIR include the 1994 LRDP EIR as updated
and revised by the documents listed above.

The project is part of the physica development proposed in the 1994 LRDP, therefore, the
environmental andysis for the project is presented and anayzed within the context of the 1994 LRDP
and incorporates by reference gpplicable portions of the 1994 LRDP EIR. The 1994 LRDPEIR,
which isaprogram EIR pursuant to Section 15168 of the CEQA Guidelines, analyzed the overdl
effects of campus growth and facility developments through 2005-06 and identified measures to mitigate
the significant adverse project impacts and cumulative impacts associated with that growth.

As atiered document, the Initial Study for the project relied on the 1994 LRDP EIR for: (1) a
discusson of generd background and setting information for environmenta topic aress, (2) overdl
growth-related issues; (3) issues that were evauated in sufficient detail in the 1994 LRDP EIR for which
there are no dgnificant new information or changes in circumstances that would require further andysis,
and (4) cumulative impacts. The purpose of the project's Tiered Initid Study was to evauate the
potentia environmenta impacts of the project with respect to the existing 1994 LRDP EIR andysisin
order to determine what level of additiona environmenta review, if any, would be gppropriate.

The Tiered Initia Study anadyzes the potentia impacts of the project and the adequacy of the exigting
environmentd andyssin the 1994 LRDP EIR with regard to the following environmenta topic aress.
(1) land use and planning, (2) agricultura resources, (3) populaion and housing, (4)
trangportation/circulation, (5) noise, (6) ar qudity, (7) hazards and hazardous materids, (8) biologica
resources, (9) hydrology and water quality, (10) geology and soils, (11) mineral resources, (12) cultura
resources, (13) aesthetics, (14) public services, (15) recreation, and (16) utilities and service systems.

Based on the andlyss contained in the Tiered Initid Study, it was determined that for all resource aress,
the project would not result in any significant impacts that cannot be mitigated to less-than-significant
levels or are not sufficiently addressed by the 1994 LRDP EIR. The campus found that the project may
incrementally contribute to, but will not exceed, sgnificant environmenta impacts previoudy identified in
the 1994 LRDP EIR. In addition, the campus found that the project could result in one new potentidly
sgnificant environmenta impact that was not previoudy identified in the 1994 LRDP EIR, but a project-
Specific mitigation measure included in the Tiered Initid Study would reduce thisimpeact to alevel where
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no significant impact could occur. The project-specific mitigation measure addresses potentid impacts
to burrowing owls. Based on this andlysis, the campus prepared a Mitigated Negative Declaration.

The project’ s Draft Tiered Initid Study was submitted to the State Clearinghouse in the Office of
Planning and Research and circulated for a 30-day public review period beginning on July 2, 2001 and
concluding on August 1, 2001. During that time, the document was reviewed by various state and local
agencies, aswell as by interested individuals and organizations. In addition to communication from the
Governor's Office of Planning and Research acknowledging submittal and circulation of the Draft Tiered
Initia Study, two comment |etters were recelved during the public review period and considered by The
Regents. Theseletters did not raise any new environmental impacts that had not aready been identified,
andyzed, and mitigated to aless than sgnificant levd, as discussed in the Tiered Initid Study.

The comments received during the public review period and responses thereto are provided in the find
Tiered Initid Study. A letter from the Cdifornia Department of Fish and Game indicated that mitigetion
measures identified in the Tiered Initid Study were gppropriate to reduce impacts to biologica
resources. A letter from the California Regiond Water Quaity Control Board summarized the current
water quaity permitting processes applicable to the proposed project.

The Tiered Initid Study was revised to reflect changesin the project and current circumstances. These
changes include an overdl reduction in the Sze of the Aquatics Center support building and changesin
gpace estimates for other currently proposed campus projects. These revisions do not change the
conclusons presented in the Draft Tiered Initid Study. No new significant information has been added,
no new impacts have been identified, no new mitigation measures are required, and the levels of
ggnificance of impacts after mitigation remain unchanged.

C. Relation of the Project to the 1994 LRDP EIR

All mitigation measures in the 1994 LRDP EIR adopted by The Regents that are relevant to the project,
asidentified in the project's Tiered Initid Study, aswell as dl project-specific mitigation measures and
al project components described in the Tiered Initid Study, are included in the Approva and
incorporated into the project.

The project is condgstent with the campus 1994 LRDP. The 1994 LRDP EIR identified potentialy
ggnificant environmentd impacts resulting from implementation of LRDP development, and included
mitigation measures to reduce the impacts of such development to the extent feasble. Despite the
adoption of dl feasble mitigation measures by The Regents, some LRDP impacts remained sgnificant.
These sgnificant and unavoidable impacts were fully addressed in the Findings and Overriding
Congderations adopted by The Regents in connection with its gpprova of the 1994 LRDP as
subsequently amended. There are no changed circumstances, no new information, and no new
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mitigation measures identified since the preparation of these documents that require reanalyss of
cumulative impects.

None of the conditions described in CEQA or the CEQA Guiddines cdling for preparation of a
subsequent EIR have occurred. The Tiered Initid Study does not identify any issues or include any
information concerning new significant effects on the environment or a subgtantid increase in the severity
of previoudy identified Sgnificant effects andyzed in the 1994 LRDP EIR.

The following discussion addresses the new impact identified in the Tiered Initid Study and the
associated project-gpecific mitigation measure.

Biological Resources

The Tiered Initid Study indicates that, athough no known active burrows used by burrowing owls
would be disturbed by construction of the proposed project, the location of burrowing owls could
change before the start of congtruction. If burrowing owls are not identified within 250 feet from
proposed congtruction activities during precongtruction or annua surveys, no further mitigation would be
required. If burrowing owls are found nesting within 250 feet, condruction activities associated with the
proposed project could result in nest failure, apotentidly significant impact. The following project-
gpecific mitigation measure, identified in the Initid Study and hereby adopted and incorporated into the
project, will reduce thisimpact to aless-than-significant leve:

Project-Specific Mitigation Measure 1. If burrowing owls are observed within 250 feet of the
proposed project site, prebreeding and preconstruction season exclusion measures shall be
implemented following CDFG guidelines to preclude burrowing owl occupation of the
project site. Thisshall involveinstalling artificial nest boxesin fall or winter 2001/2002,
closing all ground squirrel burrows, and passively relocating owls by installing one-way exit
doors on occupied burrows. In addition, a visual barrier shall be installed along the edge of
the construction area to minimize visual disturbance of the owls, and a biological monitor
shall visit the site twice weekly during the construction period.

D. Incor poration by Reference

These Findings incorporate by reference in their entirety the text of the Tiered Initid Study and
Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for the project; the 1994 LRDP; the 1994 LRDP EIR; the
WWTP Replacement Project EIR; the 1997-98 Mgjor Capital Improvement Projects SEIR; the
Center for the Arts Performance Hall and South Entry Roadway and Parking Improvements Tiered
Initid Study and Mitigated Negetive Declaration; the USDA Western Human Nutrition Research
Center Tiered Initid Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration; the Veterinary Medicine Laboratory
and Equine Athletic Performance Laboratory Facilities Focused Tiered EIR; and the Findings and
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Statement of Overriding Congderations adopted by The Regentsin connection with its certification with
the 1994 LRDP EIR, the WWTP Replacement Project EIR, the 1997-98 Mgor Capita Improvement
Projects, and the Veterinary Medicine Laboratory and Equine Athletic Performance Laboratory
Facilities Focused Tiered EIR. Without limitation, this incorporation is intended to elaborate on the
scope and nature of project and cumulative impacts, related mitigation measures, and the basis for
determining the sgnificance of such impects.

E. Mitigation Monitoring Program

CEQA requiresthe Lead Agency approving a project to adopt a monitoring program for changes to the
project that it adopts or incorporates into the project reporting, or in order to ensure compliance during
project implementation. The Mitigation Monitoring Program for the project-specific mitigation measure
identified above, prepared to serve this purpose, isincluded with the Tiered Initid Study and is hereby
adopted by The Regents. Implementation of mitigation measures incorporated into the project that
were previoudy adopted by The Regents for the 1994 LRDP EIR will be monitored pursuant to the
mitigation monitoring program previoudy adopted by The Regentsin connection with its approvad of the
1994 L RDP, as subsequently amended.

F. Record of Proceedings

Various documents and other materials congtitute the record of proceedings upon which The Regents
basesits findings and decisions contained herein. Most documents related to this project are located in
the campus Office of Resource Management and Planning, University of Cdifornia, One Shields
Avenue, 376 Mrak Hall, Davis, Cdlifornia 95616. The record of proceedings for the 1994 LRDP
gpprova is dso located in the Office Resource Management and Planning. The custodian for these two
records of proceedingsis the Office of Resource Management and Planning.

G. Summary

Based on the foregoing Findings and the information contained in the record, The Regents has made one
or more of the following Findings with respect to the project:

1. Changes or dterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the Approval for the project.
These changes or dterations mitigate to alessthan-sgnificant level or avoid the potentidly
sgnificant environmentd effects of the project asidentified in the Tiered Initid Study.

2. There is no substantia evidence in the record as awhole that the project as proposed and
mitigated may have a dgnificant effect on the environment that was not previoudy identified and
adequately analyzed in the 1994 LRDP EIR as updated and revised.
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I1l.  APPROVAL

The Regents hereby takes the following actions.

A. Adopts the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the project as described in Section |, above.

B. Approves and incorporates into the project al project elements, relevant 1994 LRDP EIR
mitigation measures, project-goecific mitigation measures, and the project-specific mitigation
monitoring program identified in the project's Tiered Initid Study.

C. Adoptsthe Findingsin their entirety as set forth in Section 11, above.

D. Approves the design of the Aquatics Center, Davis campus.



